
What the heck is MLA? 

 MLA style includes a signal phrase which introduces the source material with information about 

the source, quotation marks if the source material is word-for-word quote, and an in-text citation. 

Notice the period is after the in-text citation. For example,  

According to an article in 

 

Note: When signaling the same source later in the essay, it is a good idea to vary the signal phrase 

such as  

  

Notice that longer works are italic and shorter works like articles are in quotation marks. 

 

 Sometimes an article includes material 

the case with one of your sources, give some information about the indirect source in the signal 

phrase in-text citation. For example, 

Paul 

 

 

 signal 

phrase and an in-text citation, but notice that there are no quotation marks with a paraphrase. 

For example, 

A panel of university professors found that short term exposure to loud music does not damage the 

Epstein et al.1475). 

Note: In the in-text citation, the et al. indicates that there is more than one author. 

 

 

 

 

 



 Make an MLA Works Cited listing for every source you used in the essay and attach it to the 

back of your essay. You only need one listing no matter how many times you use material from 

that same source. For a magazine or journal article, you will need to include the author(s) name 

(s), the article title, the magazine or journal title, the date of publication, the pages of the entire 

article, and the medium of publication. Punctuate and arrange the information like the example 

below:  

Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research 3 Dec. 2010: 1472-1477. Print. 

Note: For other types of sources like books or films, the works cited listings are arranged and 

punctuated differently. 

 

 

There is no extra space between the heading and the listings, and there is no extra space between 

-indentation-  

 


